ADOPTED - JULY 26, 2022
AGENDA ITEM NO. 5
Introduced by the County Services Committee of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION CONGRATULATING HARRY’S PLACE

ON THE EVENT OF THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSARY

RESOLUTION #22 – 334

WHEREAS, Harry Andros, a Greek immigrant, first opened the Star Cafe in 1922 on Verlinden Street in Lansing, Michigan across the road from the Durant Motors factory; and
WHEREAS, the Star Cafe was named for one of the three signature Durant automobile brands, the restaurant was renamed to Harry’s Place in 1934 following the halt in operations at the Verlinden factory site; and

WHEREAS, Harry’s Place would serve the autoworkers of GM’s Fisher Body division from 1935 until the plant’s closing in 2005; and

WHEREAS, Art Arvanites, nephew of Harry Andros by marriage, bought and ran the business in 1965 until 2006 when his daughter Harea Bates and her family took over operations; and

WHEREAS, Harry’s Place has become an unofficial gathering place for residents of the Westside Neighborhood, hosting events such as Westside Wednesdays, an impromptu celebration of Marriage Equality, and many other life events and milestones; and

WHEREAS, many local charities and school sports teams are graciously hosted by Harry’s for their fund raising events; and

WHEREAS, in 2014 Harry’s Place made MLive’s list of Top Ten of Best Neighborhood Bars out of more than forty establishments considered for the title state-wide; and

WHEREAS, the official celebration of Harry’s Place 100th Anniversary will be held on July 30th, 2022; and

WHEREAS, Harry’s Place truly lives up to its motto: "Come in as a customer, leave as a friend."

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners hereby congratulates Harry’s Place on the event of their 100th Anniversary and extends its sincere appreciation to their ongoing commitment to the community.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board wishes them continued success for their business and in their future endeavors.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Sebolt, Stivers, Grebner, Celentino, Peña, Maiville, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  07/19/2022
